
RECEPTION MEDIUM TERM PLAN AUTUMN 2  

The Big Question 
When Do We Celebrate and Why? (Celebrations) 

 

Launch Assembly: Harvest Festival? WOW Day: Scarecrow Dress up Day? 
 

Foley 5: Care and Kindness 
Respect and Tolerance 

Foley 5: Individuality 
Responsibility, Truth and 

Forgiveness 

Foley 5: Community 
Tolerance and Trust 

 

Foley 5: Resilience  
Strength and weakness 

Foley 5: Growth 
Respect and enjoying success and 

pride 

Foley 5: Care and 
Kindness 

Individual rights and 
Peace 

Everything starts with a read! 
  

 

Local: Birthdays, family and school celebrations 
 

National: Public Autumn festivals such as Harvest, Halloween and 
Christmas 

 

International: Festival of Light 
(Diwali) 

 
Personal, Social and Emotional 
Development 

 Self-Regulation: 
I understand that my actions affect 
other people. 
 
I am aware of the boundaries set, 
and of how to behave in the 
setting. 
 
I am beginning to be able to 
negotiate and solve problems 
without aggression. 
 
I can think about the perspectives 
of others. 

  

 Managing Self: 
I can manage my own needs. 

Communication and Language 

 Listening, Attention and 
Understanding: 
I can maintain my attention, sit 
quietly and concentrate for longer 
periods during whole class and 
focused learning opportunities. 
 
I understand how to listen carefully 
and why listening is important. 
 
I can listen carefully to rhymes and 
sounds, paying attention to how 
they sound. 
 
I can listen to and talk about 
selected non-fiction to develop a 
deep familiarity with new 
knowledge and vocabulary. 
I can ask questions to find out more 
information and check I have 

Physical Development 

 Gross Motor Skills: 
I can explore different ways of 
moving  (rolling, crawling, 
walking , jumping, running, 
hopping, skipping, climbing) 
I can move in a fluent style of 
moving, with developing control 
and grace. 
 
I can combine different 
movements with ease and 
fluency. 
 
I am developing overall body 
strength, coordination, balance 
and agility. 
  
I can travel with confidence and 
skill around, under, over and 
through balancing and climbing 
equipment. 

Literacy 

 Comprehension: 
I can respond to instructions 
involving a two-part sequence. 
I can share my understanding 
of something I have heard. 
 
I can follow a story without 
pictures or props. 
 
I can respond appropriately to 
ideas expressed by others in 
conversation or discussion. 
 

 Word Reading: 
I can recognise rhyming words 
in familiar rhymes, poems and 
stories. 
 
I can recognise a rhyming pair. 
I can continue a rhyming string. 

Mathematics 

 Numbers: 
I can recognise numerals 
1 - 5. 
 
I am beginning to 
recognise numerals 6 – 
10. 
 
I can count actions or 
objects, which cannot be 
moved. 
 
I can select the correct 
numeral to represent 1 
to 5, then 1 to 10 
objects. 
 
I am beginning to recall 
number bonds up to 5. 
 

UW 

 Past and Present: 

 I can talk about 
images of familiar 
situations in the past. 

  
I can compare and 
contrast characters 
from stories, including 
figures from the past. 
 

 People, Culture and 
Communities: 

 I enjoy joining in with 
family customs and 
routines. 

  

 I can talk about 
members of my 

Expressive Arts and Design 

 Creating with Materials: 
I can choose particular 
colours to use for a 
purpose. 
 
I can experiment to create 
different textures. 
 
I understand that different 
media can be combined to 
create new effects. 
 
I can explore, use and 
refine a variety of artistic 
effects to express their 
ideas and feelings. 
 
I can construct with a 
purpose in mind, using a 
variety of resources. 
 



I can confidently speak to others 
about own needs, wants, interests 
and opinions. 
I can describe myself in positive 
terms and talk about my abilities. 
 
I show resilience and perseverance 
in the face of challenge. 
 
I can identify and moderate my 
own feelings socially and 
emotionally. 
 
I can express my feelings and 
consider the feelings of others.  
 

 Building Relationships: 
I see myself as a valuable 
individual. 
 
I can initiate conversations and 
attend to and takes account of 
what others say. 
 
I can build constructive and 
respectful relationships 
I can take step to resolve conflicts 
with other children, e.g. finding a 
compromise. 
 

understood what has been said to 
me. 
 
Speaking: 
I can use new vocabulary through 
the day. 
 
I can use new vocabulary in 
different contexts. 
 
I am developing and using a range 
of social phrases. 
I can connect one idea or action to 
another using a range of 
connectives. 
 
I can articulate my ideas and 
thoughts in well-formed sentences. 
 
I can describe events in some 
detail. 
 
I can use language to imagine and 
recreate roles and experiences in 
play situations. 
 
I can introduce a storyline or 
narrative into my play. 

 

I can confidently and safely use a 
range of large and small 
apparatus indoors and outside, 
alone and in a group. 
 
I can show increasing control 
over an object in pushing, 
patting, throwing, catching or 
kicking it. 
 
I can use my core muscle 
strengths to achieve a good 
posture when sitting at a table or 
sitting on the floor. 
 
I can confidently kick or throw a 
ball with accuracy, towards a 
target, into a goal, through a 
hoop or to another person. 

  

 Fine Motor Skills: 
I can use a range of tools, 
objects, construction and 
malleable materials, 
competently, safely and with 
increasing control. 
 
I can make anticlockwise marks 
and retrace vertical lines. 
 
I can handle equipment and tools 
effectively, including pencils for 
writing,  
I am beginning to form 
recognisable letters. 
 
I can use vertical and horizontal 
marks to create a cross symbol. 
 
I can use scissors to cut on a line 
continuously. 

 

I can recognise and say initial 
sounds in words. 
 
I can recognise and say the end 
sound in words. 
 
I can read some letter groups 
that each represent one sound. 
 
I can read some 1-syllable 
words by blending using some 
of the grapheme-phoneme 
correspondence I have learnt. 
 
I can blend the sounds to read 
simple words made up of the 
letter-sound correspondences I 
have learnt. 
 
I am beginning to read simple 
phrases and sentences. 
 
I can choose a book that I 
would like to read. 
 
I can identify the title on a 
book. 
 
I enjoy exploring a range of 
books. 
 
I understand that words and 
pictures in books and 
computers give information. 

  

 Writing: 
I can write both of my names 
correctly from memory using 
capital letters where 
appropriate. 
 
I can form most lower-case 
letters correctly. 
 
I can form most capital letters 
correctly. 
 
I am beginning to write the 
grapheme to the sound I hear. 
 
I can segment the sounds in 
simple words and know which 

I am beginning to use 
the vocabulary involved 
in adding and 
subtracting in practical 
activities and discussion. 
 
 
Numerical Patterns: 
I can verbally count to 
10. 
 
I am beginning to 
verbally count beyond 
10. 
 
I can count objects to 
10. 
 
I am beginning to count 
objects beyond 10. 
 
I can count out up to 10 
objects from a larger 
group. 
 
I can count an irregular 
arrangement of up to 
ten objects. 
 
I can order numerals 1 – 
10. 
 
I can estimate how 
many objects I can see 
and check by counting 
them. 
 
I can find the total 
number of items in two 
groups by combining 
and counting all of 
them. 
 
I can find one more or 
one less from a group of 
up to five objects, then 
ten objects.  
 
I can say the number 
that is one more than a 
given number to 10. 
 

immediate family and 
community. 

  

 I can name and 
describe people who 
are familiar to me. 

  

 I can recognise that 
people have different 
beliefs and celebrate 
special times in 
different ways. 

  

 I can recognise some 
similarities and 
differences between 
life in this country and 
life in other countries. 

  

 I can draw information 
from a simple map. 

  

 I can recognise some 
similarities and 
differences between 
life in this country and 
life in other countries. 

  

 I can recognise some 
environments that are 
different to the one in 
which I live. 

  

 The Natural World: 

 I can look closely at 
similarities, 
differences, patterns 
and change. 

  

 I can explore the 
natural world around 
me. 

  

 I can describe what I 
see, hear and feel 
whilst outside. 

  

I can manipulate materials 
to achieve a planned 
effect. 
I can return to and build 
on my previous learning, 
refining my ideas and 
developing my ability to 
represent them. 
 
I can select appropriate 
resources and adapts work 
where necessary. 
 
I can create collaboratively 
sharing my ideas, 
resources and skills. 
 

 Being Imaginative and 
Expressive: 

 I am beginning to build a 
repertoire of songs and 
dances. 

  

 I can listen attentively to 
and talk about different 
pieces of music I have 
heard, expressing my 
feelings and responses. 

  

 I can sing in a group, 
increasingly matching the 
pitch and following the 
melody. 

  

 I can sing on my own, 
increasingly matching the 
pitch and following the 
melody. 

  

 I can watch and talk about 
dance and performance 
art, expressing my feelings 
and responses. 

  

 I can explore the different 
sounds instruments make. 

  



letters represent some of 
them. 
 
I can spell words by identifying 
the sounds and then writing 
the sound with letter/s. 
 
I am beginning to write labels 
and captions and talk about 
what I have written. 
 
I am beginning to write simple 
sentences that I can read. 
I can use finger spaces 
between words. 
 
I can re-read what I have 
written to check that it makes 
sense. 

Shape, Space and 
Measure: 
I can order two or three 
items by length or 
height. 
 
I can order two items by 
weight or capacity. 
 
I can order and 
sequence familiar 
events. 
 
I am beginning to use 
mathematical names for 
‘solid’ 3D shapes and 
‘flat’ 2D shapes, and 
mathematical terms to 
describe shapes. 
I can recognise and 
name 2D shapes (circle, 
square, 
rectangle/oblong, 
triangle) 
I can describe my 
relative position such as 
‘in between’ or ‘next to’. 
 
I can use familiar objects 
and common shapes to 
create and recreate 
patterns. 

 I understand the 
effect of changing 
seasons on the natural 
world around me. 
 
 

 I can engage in and 
perform music making 
within a group. 

  

 I can engage in and 
perform dance 
movements within a 
group.  

 I can introduce a storyline 
or narrative into my play. 

  

 I can play cooperatively as 
part of a group to develop 
and act out a narrative. 

 

Little Acorns 
Focus on whole class input for 
story. Comprehension links to 
Reading. Recalling key facts from 
the story. Links to LIT. 
 
Children to collaborate with 
outdoor learning to build dens and 
construct with a purpose in mind. 
Links to EAD/LIT. 
 
Key Vocab – see LIT. 
Key Questions – See LIT/UW. 
 

Little Acorns 
Children to show their 
understanding of instructions, 
comprehension of the story and 
understanding of the seasons and 
how they change. 
 
Key Questions - Can they talk 
about this with confidence? 
Can they give examples of other 
aspects of seasons changing that 
they have noticed in the world 
around them? 
What would they like to learn 
about the season autumn? Links to 
EAD/LIT/PD/Maths/PSED. 

Little Acorns 
Gross motor – den building using 
large construction, trikes and 
bikes for coordination. 
 
Fine motor – writing table 
activities, focus on writing CVC 
words that they know, using 
small world construction 
materials to recreate an autumn 
scene. 
 
Art activities that involve using 
their fine motor skills to create 
detailed designs. 
 

 

Little Acorns 
Reading – children will be 
encouraged to show their 
understanding of the story. 
Talking about the change in 
seasons, the growth life cycle 
of an Oak tree and how the 
world changed around the 
little acorn. Whole class 
introduction. 
 
Children to rein act the story in 
their own words/actions. Link 
to outdoor performance area. 
 
Writing – phonics focus on 
words that rhyme. Using 
flashcards in the writing area, 
can they think of their own 
words to match those 
suggested? Can they write CVC 

Little Acorns 
Number – links to the 
season using autumn 
objects practise touch 
counting, number 
recognition and quantity 
matching.  
 
Number recognition up 
to 15. Differentiation 
needed for those 
children whom are 
already secure up to this 
level. 
Extension – up to 20. 
 
Number patterns – 
sequencing objects in 
numerical order. Linked 
to number recognition. 
 

Little Acorns 
Links to the seasons 
and the changes in the 
natural world. 
Go on a scavenger 
hunt in our outdoor 
environment to look 
for signs of autumn. 
 
Search for Oak trees in 
the local are. What 
foliage do we have in 
our environment? 
 
Build dens in the 
outdoor area using 
natural materials. 
 
Observe the changes 
over time in our 
outdoor area e.g – 

Little Acorns 
Children to create dens 
using natural and 
manmade construction 
materials. Working 
together in small teams to 
build a den for animals to 
live in. Links to 
PSED/CL/PD. 
 
Autumn art such as leaf 
printing, acorn stamping 
or autumn dioramas. 
 
Using leaves to create leaf 
family pictures or 
characters. These can be 
embellished with 
additional resources. 
 



words that rhyme? E.g. cat, 
bat, mat and hat? 
 
Writing table focus – 
writing/drawing a storyboard 
in their yellow books. 
 
Key questions – What words 
rhyme? Can you write them 
down? Tell me about the 
story? What happened to the 
little acorn? 
 
Key Vocab – acorn, oak tree, 
autumn, summer, spring, 
winter, grow, bury, roots, 
stems, leaves, twigs, branches. 

Links to outdoor 
learning challenge cards 
– gathering natural 
objects to match the 
quantities shown on the 
challenge cards. 0-10 
and 11-20. 
 
Key Vocab – numbers up 
to 20 count and then 
move objects, teen 
numbers focus on 
pronunciation. 
 
Key Questions – How 
many can you see? Can 
you show me…? What 
number is this? Can you 
find me…? This is a teen 
number e.g thirteen. 
Where is the number…? 

signs of decay, change 
and growth. Leaves 
changing colours, 
autumn plants 
growing and others 
dying off for the 
winter. 
 
Key Vocab – autumn, 
leaves, growth, 
seasons, changing, 
decaying, rotting, 
acorns, conkers, roots. 

Key Vocab – leaf, acorn, 
stick, cut, glue, build, link, 
stamp, paint, spread, 
press, design, plan, do, 
review, googly eyes, red, 
yellow, brown, green, 
colour mixing. 

 

Dipal’s Diwali 
Focus on the children’s listening 
and attention to detail. Children 
will be asked to recall facts that 
they learn about the Diwali.  
They will be encouraged to share 
what they already know and then 
keen to ask questions or share their 
wants about the festival and what 
they would like to know more 
about. 
 
Links to CL/UW/LIT/EAD. 
 
Key Questions – What is Diwali? 
Where in the world does Diwali 
come from? Why do they celebrate 
Diwali? Where do people celebrate 
Diwali? What happens during the 
festival? 

Dipal’s Diwali 
Introduce the book reading the 
story to the whole class. Read the 
story to the children and introduce 
them to the characters and the 
main plot. Exploring a different 
culture and how they celebrate 
special times.  
 
Children will learn new vocabulary 
to be able to explain what happens 
in this Indian festival and why? 
 
Links to UW/PSED. 
 
Key Vocab – Diya, Diwali, Rama, 
Sita, festival of light, celebration, 
rangoli, lamps of light, fireworks. 
 
Key Questions - What is the story 
about? What is Diwali? How do 
Dipal and her family celebrate it? 
What do you think is the best part 
of Diwali? Who are the main 
characters? Where do you think the 
story is set? Can you remember 
who the main characters are? What 
their role is in the story? What 
happens at the beginning, in the 
middle and at the end of the story? 
Have we put the story cards in the 

Dipal’s Diwali 
Gross Motor – Children will be 
able to practise their 
coordination skills and moving in 
a variety of ways in and out of 
cones and obstacles in the 
outdoor learning area.  
 
They will mimic preparations for 
Diwali by constructing using Kim 
Bunni construction to build 
household items such as a 
vacuum or a washing machine in 
order to show their 
understanding of what families 
do ahead of this festival. 
 
Fine Motor – Children will access 
a variety of mark making tools 
and materials for free writing 
sessions.  
 
They will be able to show how 
they can use one-handed tools 
when creating Diya lamps and 
rangoli patterns within EAD and 
outside. 
 
Children will access the phonics 
challenges in order to complete 
differentiated CVC caption 

Dipal’s Diwali 
Reading – Children will explore 
books about Diwali and explore 
how families celebrate this 
festival. 
They will enjoy a Diwali Day at 
school where activities all week 
will link to this festival. Each 
year group will cover a 
different aspect. Links to 
UW/EAD. 
 
Writing – See content in PD as 
activity is linked to FM 
refinement in writing. 
Children will be able to draw 
rangoli patterns outside and 
decorate the pathway outside 
the classroom. Links to 
EAD/UW. 
 
Key Vocab – See PD/EAD/UW. 
 
Key Questions – See EAD/UW. 
 

Dipal’s Diwali 
Number – Children will 
continue to focus on 
number recognition up 
to 20 and beyond. 
Children will be able to 
access colouring Rangoli 
patterns by numbers. 

 
SSM – Children will be 
able to copy repeating 
patterns on 
lanterns/Rangoli and 
using a variety of shapes 
to create Indian 
decorations. 
 
They can measure the 
length of the garlands 
and decide which ones 
are longest, shortest. 
Children can also record 
their measurements in 
their books. 
 
Key Vocab – longest, 
shortest, colours – 
primary and secondary, 
flowers, fireworks, 
Rangoli, rice, curves, 
circles, lines, patterns, 
numbers to 20. 

Dipal’s Diwali 
In the role play corner 
children will be able to 
act out preparing the 
house for Diwali. 
They can clean, bake, 
cook Indian food, 
make and hang Diwali 
decorations. 
 
Children will be able 
to act out the story of 
Rama and Sita, in the 
outdoor performance 
area using various 
costumes and masks 
to support them. Can 
they retell the story 
accurately?  
Links to EAD/LIT/PD. 
 
Key Vocab - Globe, 
countries, India, 
Diwali, Rangoli, Rama, 
Sita, Diya, Celebrate, 
Festival. Diwali, 
decorate, clean, 
celebrate, festival, 
traditions, birthday, 
Easter, Firework night, 
Christmas. 
 

Dipal’s Diwali 
Children will have 
opportunities to make 
some Diwali crafts. 
- Diya lamps/lanterns 
- Rangoli patterns on the 
ground and also using 
coloured rice 
- role play masks of 
characters from Rama and 
Sita 
- Diwali decorations such 
as garlands, fire crackers 
and flowers 
-Firework pictures 
 
Key Vocab - Celebrate, 
print, explosion, sparkle, 
colourful, Diya, Diwali, 
celebrate, create, fold in 
half, fold, cut, accurately, 
Diwali, celebrate, 
decorate, Rangoli Pattern, 
key, colour, number, neat,    
number names, ‘teen’ 
numbers, Rangoli, Chalk, 
Pattern, Colour, Lines, 
Curved, straight. 
 
Key Questions - Can you 
create a Firework picture? 
Can you create Diya? Can 



correct sequence? How do you 
know it is correct? 

challenges linked to phonics 
taught so far. Links to LIT. 
 
Key Vocab - letter, sound, start, 
initial, blend, and spell, read. 
 
Key Questions - Can you choose 
the correct initial sound for each 
word? Can you spell the three 
letter words? Can you write a 
caption for each picture? 

Key Questions – Which 
one is …? How long do 
you think the garland is? 
What colours will you 
use and why? What 
pattern is your favourite 
and why? Which 
number is this? What 
comes next?  

Key Questions - Can 
you find India on the 
globe? Investigate the 
objects and books 
about India. Can you 
talk to a friend about 
India? Can you clean 
and decorate the 
home corner for 
Diwali? 

 

you colour and construct a 
Diwali Lantern?  

 

After The Storm 
Children will begin to understand 
the concept and the reward in 
helping others. They will be able to 
show their understanding of the 
story, and why the outcome for the 
animals, was so positive. Links to 
LIT/CL. 
 

Key Questions - What is the story 
about? Where do you think the 
story is set? What is a storm? What 
does the Percy the Park Keeper 
need to do? Who helps him? 

 
 
 

After The Storm 
Children will be able to display their 
understanding of the impact of 
food on our bodies using 
appropriate language to describe a 
healthy lunch. 
 
They will explore the concept of list 
making and will be able to share 
their ideas with others and 
discuss/appreciate the ideas of 
their friends. 
 
Links to PSED/LIT and UW. 
 
Key Vocab – see LIT/UW. 
Key Questions – see 
PSED/LIT/UW/Maths. 

After The Storm 
Fine Motor focus – strengthening 
their hands, using activities such 
as screwing details, threading, 
play doh, weaving using natural 
materials in the outdoor learning 
area. 
Outdoor challenge for maths – 
using blocks and leaves. Focus on 
quantities built within 20. Links 
to MATHS. 
 
Gross Motor focus – scrapyard 
challenges using a variety of tools 
for building, lifting and rolling. 
Focus on balancing using beams 
and wooden blocks. 
 
Key Vocab – push, pull, plot, 
build, stack, count, numbers 
within 20, balance, feet, slowly, 
thread, weave, turn, tighten. 

 

After The Storm 
Reading – children to choose a 
book that they really enjoy to 
share with a friend or the class. 
They need to say why and 
discuss what they understand 
about the story and or any 
words that they may recognise 
in the book. 
 
Writing – Reading captions 
linked to sounds that they have 
learnt in phonics. These are 
CVC words using sounds taught 
so far and can be put into their 
yellow books. 
 
Discussing Percy’s list from the 
story children can have the 
opportunity to create their 
own list of jobs to do as well as 
writing a shopping list for 
healthy food items in the role-
play area. Links to EAD/UW) 
 
Key Vocab -  wheel barrow, 
spade, trowel, fork, drill, string, 
wood, saw, screwdriver, rake, 
broom, phonics, caption, word, 
sentence, finger space, letter, 
sound, write, form, neat, 
handwriting. 

After The Storm 
Number - Children to 
review number 
recognition within 20, 
matching quantities and 
establishing an 
understanding of one 
more one less. Links to 
outdoor learning. 
 
SSM - 2D/3D shape 
review using EAD links. 
 
Looking at patterns and 
repeating patterns using 
woodland animal 
figurines and also cut 
and stick activities for 
counting. 
 
Key Vocab – numbers 
within 20, more, less, 
total, repeating pattern. 
 
Key Questions – How 
many can you count? 
What is this number? 
Can you repeat the 
pattern? Can you create 
your own pattern? What 
is the total? How many 
more? What if you 
took… away?  

After The Storm 
Children can create a 
healthy lunch for the 
park keeper using a 
variety of craft/art 
materials in the role-
play area. They will be 
able to explain why it 
is or is not a good 
lunch for him to eat. 
Links to EAD. 
 
Children to discuss 
family time when they 
have experienced 
autumn – walks in the 
park, picking up 
leaves, counting or 
collecting conkers, 
animals in their local 
environment – 
observations. 
 
Key Vocab – healthy, 
unhealthy, good for 
you, bad for you, food 
groups such as 
carbohydrates, 
proteins, vegetables, 
fruits, conkers, leaves, 
hedgehog, mice, 
moles, badgers. 
 
Key Questions – How 
do you know it is 
healthy/unhealthy? 
What do you think 
Percy would eat? Why 
do you like certain 
foods? Where have 
you seen signs of 
autumn? Which is 

After The Storm 
Children will be able to 
create an autumn themed 
park keepers hut using a 
variety of materials in the 
role-play area. 
 
Making a seasonal 
calendar using handprints 
and showing an 
understanding of the 
changing of the seasons. 
This can be used as a gift 
for parents at the end of 
the term. 
 
3D shape printing – review 
of 3D shapes using paints 
and shapes for printing. 
Also, focus on making 
patterns or pictures using 
the shapes. Links to 
MATHS. 
 
Key Vocab – cube, cuboid, 
cone, cylinder, square, 
rectangle, circle, diamond, 
triangle, autumn, winter, 
summer and spring. 
 

 



your favourite season 
and why? 

It Was a Cold Dark, Night 
Focus on self-confidence – children 
will be encouraged to share their 
knowledge during CT and in role-
play activities. Discussion and 
language is key. (Link to EAD/UW) 
 
Key Vocab – see LIT focus. 

It Was a Cold Dark, Night 
How to decode words when 
speaking and mark marking - 
Developing an understanding of 
how to apply known phonics in 
their early writing. Using the 
sounds taught to make up words or 
beginning to show understanding 
of initial sounds in words and orally 
segmenting out sounds they know 
in CVC words such as bat, mat, hat, 
cat or identifying sounds to 
represent objects, people, places or 
characters from a story. 
 
Key Vocab – hog, log, bat, night, 
light, moon, hedgehog, sleep, 
nocturnal. 
 
Key Questions – What sounds can 
you hear in this word? What is the 
first sound? Can you tell me what 
sounds you hear? 

It Was a Cold Dark, Night 
Gross Motor - Building 
hibernation dens and homes. 
Using large outdoor scrapyard 
construction materials. 
 
Creating an obstacle course 
using the balancing equipment.  
 
Sourcing Natural Materials 
collecting leaves from the 
outdoor area to create leaf 
pictures or to add bedding into 
the den. 
 
Fine Motor - Initial handwriting 
attempts using templates to 
support their mark making such 
as a hedgehog frame. 
Writing their own hibernation 
checklists and thinking about the 
sequencing of the story. 
 
Key Vocab – pick up, build, link, 
grab, stand up, collect, leaves, 
hibernation, den, home, bed, 
seasons, balance, obstacle, logs, 
stepping stones. 
 
Key Questions – What kind of 
den will you build? Who will live 
there? Can you work as a team to 
make a den? What will you write 
about? What facts do you know 
about nocturnal animals?  

It Was a Cold Dark, Night 
Linked to PD task, children will 
be encouraged to attempt to 
write out facts that they know 
about nocturnal animals. 
Encourage use of pencils with a 
focus of holding it correctly 
and using the appropriate 
amount of pressure to write.  
 
Role Play area – mark making 
opportunities for them to 
create a hibernation checklist. 
 
Key Vocab – hibernate, food, 
water, sleeping, hibernation, 
winter, autumn, spring, 
summer, hedgehog, bat, vole, 
mole, bear, owl. 

It Was a Cold Dark, 
Night 
Number - Practise 
counting skills – 
recognition of numbers 
up to 10, 15, and then 
20. Using numbered 
hedgehogs to match 
with the number of 
pegs. 
 
Subitising activities – 
using counters on the 
board or paper plates 
with spots on – children 
can practise skill up to 5, 
10 and then 20. 
 
Key Vocab – one more, 
one less, numbers to 10, 
numbers to 5. 
 
Key Questions – Which 
number is this? How do 
you know? How many 
do you have or see? 
What is one more/one 
less? 

It Was a Cold Dark, 
Night 
Size ordering of 
Autumn Objects – 
children to sort the 
objects in the correct 
size. They can discuss 
what the objects are 
and where they might 
find them. 
 
Autumn Books - 
Children to hunt for 
Autumn themed 
books within the 
reading area – they 
can select books to 
read, share, and 
encourage discussion 
around what they 
find! (Linked to 
comprehension LIT) 
 
Key Questions - Can 
you name the objects? 
What language would 
you us to describe the 
size of the objects – 
big, biggest, small, 
smallest, middle 
sized? How do you 
know they are in the 
right order? What 
books can you find? 
Can you tell me about 
the book? What does 
it tell you about 
Autumn? 

It Was a Cold Dark, Night 
Creating a diorama – 
animal habitats for the 
characters from the story 
(hedgehog, owls etc.) 
 
Paper plate Hedgehogs – 
linked to PD for FM skills 
and assessment. 
 
Vocabulary – cut, snip, 
squash, pull, push, glue, 
materials, collage, habitat, 
animal homes, hedgehog, 
owl, ferret, bats, diorama, 
setting, plot, characters, 
nocturnal (night) 
 
Key Questions – Where do 
hedgehogs live? What do 
they eat? What other 
animals are nocturnal? 
What does nocturnal 
mean? 

 

Stickman 
Children will focus on the journey 
of Stickman. Where he went, 
whom he met along the way, how 
he felt and how he was able to 
return home. 
They will imagine if they were lost 
and unable to get home and 
discuss how it might make them 
feel being away from family. 
Links to LIT/CL. 
 

Stickman 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=QUdtUIr5jrk 
 
Introduce the book reading the 
story to the whole class. Read the 
story to the children and introduce 
them to the characters and the 
main plot. Getting them to discuss 
with each other and answer 
questions appropriately. 
Links to LIT/PSED. 

Stickman 
Gross Motor – using a variety of 
equipment children will 
experience a difference of 
movement in the outdoor area.  
They will focus on accuracy of 
throwing using balls and 
beanbags. They will practise 
moving like characters in the 
story they have heard this week. 
(dog, stickman, Santa, water, 
children)  

Stickman 
Reading – Sharing books with a 
friend that are by the same 
author Julia Donaldson. 
Discussing what they like about 
the book and why? Free choice 
over when and where to share 
a story. Children will be 
encouraged to display their 
understanding of known 
stories in class/group 
discussions. 

Stickman 
Number – children will 
be able to access 
counting and number 
recognition activities 
inside and outside.  
Washing lines and pegs 
within 20 and can be 
differentiated by group 
or individual child. 
Counting in groups or 
sets within 10 and then 

Stickman 
Using their senses in 
the outdoor learning 
area children will 
explore the world 
around them. They 
can document their 
findings using a 
variety of means and 
can discuss what they 
have found. This links 
into the changing of 

Stickman 
Children will explore using 
art to retell a story in their 
own way – painting a part 
of the story that they liked 
the best. 
Exploring patterns and 
pattern making using sticks 
for printing in primary and 
secondary colours. 
Using natural materials to 
create pictures or scenes 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QUdtUIr5jrk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QUdtUIr5jrk


Children to relay their 
understanding of the importance of 
being kind, caring, supportive of 
their friends, and family. 
 
Key Vocab – see LIT. 
Key Questions – see LIT/EAD/CL. 

 
Key Vocab – stick man, dog, sea, 
man, child, winter, snow, river, 
water, Santa, Christmas, winter, 
present, family, happily ever after. 
 
Key Questions - What is the story 
about? Where do you think the 
story is set? Why do you think Stick 
man is lost? How do you think 
Stickman can get home? Who helps 
him to get home? Beginning – 
Where does Stickman go at the 
beginning of the story?  
Middle – Can you name 3 different 
objects or characters he comes 
across in the middle of the story?  
Ending – Can you suggest a 
different ending? 

They will explore their physical 
strength lifting big building 
equipment and creating 
transport for stickman and Santa. 
Links to EAD/UW. 
 
Fine Motor – Using one-handle 
tools such as scissors, pencils for 
writing, small natural objects for 
creating outdoor art, handling 
books with care and sharing 
them with a friend. Focus is on 
using their hands with control. 
Links to LIT/UW/EAD. 
 
Key Vocab -  collect, create, join, 
tie, bigger, smaller, taller, larger, 
sleigh, build, construct, join, tie, 
create, imagine, hoop, starting 
point, fair, score, aim, throw, 
accurate. 
 
Key Questions - Can you create 
Santa’s sleigh? Can you talk to 
your friends about where you 
might go in the sleigh?  Can you 
throw the beanbags into a 
target?  Can you create a target 
practise area with a group of 
friends? 

 
Writing – Children will be 
introduced to the chilli 
challenge systems for writing 
challenges. Using their current 
phonic knowledge and 
consolidation to show what 
they know.  
 
Key Vocab - Author, Julia 
Donaldson, illustrator, Axel 
Scheffler, story, main 
characters, 
pictures/illustrations, blend, 
segment, sound, spell, write, 
words, caption, letter, 
sentence, finger spaces. 
 
Key Questions - Can you find 
other books by Julia 
Donaldson? Can you tell share 
them with a friend?  What do 
you notice about the 
illustrations in the books?  Can 
you write a word or a caption 
for a picture?  Can you 
challenge yourself to pick one 
out of a higher challenge box? 

20 for HA children using 
counters or natural 
objects such as sticks or 
stones or conkers. 
Children to begin to 
write on WB their own 
number sentences. Links 
to LIT. 
 
Key Vocab - Add, count 
all, sets, altogether, how 
many?  Numbers, order, 
number line, one more, 
one less, part, part 
whole. 
 
Key Questions - Can you 
add the two sets 
together? How many 
altogether?  Can you 
make an adding number 
sentence? Can you peg 
the Stickman number 
cards in order on the 
line? Can you say the 
number that is one 
more/one less than the 
number a teacher says? 

the seasons that 
Stickman experiences 
on his journey to get 
home to the family 
tree. 
Children can 
empathise with 
Stickman, thinking 
about how they would 
feel if they could not 
get home to their 
family. 
Children will be 
introduced to our ‘elf 
on the shelf!’ Links to 
PSED/CL/LIT/EAD. 
 
Key Vocab - 
Investigate, 
magnifying glass, 
senses, clipboard, 
record, draw, write. 
 
Key Questions - Can 
you use your senses to 
explore the world 
around you? Can you 
record down your 
discoveries in the 
form of pictures and 
words? How would 
you feel if you were 
lost?  

from the story. Links to 
LIT/UW/CL. 
 
Key Vocab - paint, 
illustrate, illustration, 
imagine, adventure, stick, 
dip, print, paint, drag, dot, 
slide, swirl, repeat, 
pattern. 
 
Key Questions - Can you 
paint a picture of your 
favourite part of 
“Stickman”? Can you paint 
a picture showing 
Stickman having a new 
adventure? Can you talk to 
an adult about his next 
adventure? 

The Christmas Teddy Bear 
Link to UW – How do we celebrate 
Christmas around the world? 
Initial discussions of what the 
children do with their families at 
home during Christmas time. Links 
to CL/LIT/UW. 
 
Key Questions – Do you celebrate 
Christmas? What do you eat? 
Where do you go? Who is Santa 
Claus? Why do we celebrate 
Christmas? What do you know? 
What do you want to learn? 

The Christmas Teddy Bear 
Introduce the book reading the 
story to the whole class. Read the 
story to the children and introduce 
them to the author and the 
illustrator. Play alliteration games 
and use the language of the text to 
help. Links to LIT/PSED. 
Key Vocab – Bobby bear, 
Christmas, toys, Santa, animals, 
presents, snowy, winter, cold, 
warm, bedtime. 
 
Key Questions - What is the story 
about? Who are the main 
characters? Who are Bobby Bear’s 
friends? Can you recall which 
animal characters Bobby met on his 
adventure? Why was Bobby Bear 
unhappy at the beginning of the 

The Christmas Teddy Bear 
Gross Motor – children will be 
encouraged to create an obstacle 
course for Christmas bear to use 
outside. They have access to a 
variety of construction materials, 
which they can manipulate. This 
can be a small or large group 
activity. 
 
Fine Motor – Children will be 
able to make lists of the toys 
included in the story, they can 
also use the small construction 
materials to build a house for the 
bear and his family. Links to 
LIT/UW. 
 
Key Vocab - left, right, forwards, 
backwards, across, in front, 

The Christmas Teddy Bear 
Reading – Children will access 
a variety of other stories in 
order to search for bears. They 
can discuss their findings with 
a friend. The children will have 
the opportunity to discuss 
Christmas around the world 
and how others celebrate. 
Links to UW/CL/PSED. 
 
Writing – Children can write 
lists linked to the story, they 
can draw Christmas patterns 
using chalk outside to decorate 
the outdoor area, they can 
write Christmas cards and 
design and make 
posters/letters for Santa. Links 
to UW/CL/EAD. 

The Christmas Teddy 
Bear 
Number/Number 
patterns – Focus on 
number sentences. 
Children will further 
explore grouping of 
objects and begin to 
understand what a 
number sentence 
represents. They will 
attempt addition 
number bonds to 10 
using bear themed 
resources linked to the 
story. 
 
Key Vocab – numbers to 
10, + and = signs are 

The Christmas Teddy 
Bear 
Children will explore 
how Christmas is 
celebrated around the 
world. Firstly 
investigating what 
happens in their 
village, then looking 
further afield (Cities in 
the UK) and extend to 
other countries across 
the world. 
 
Look to invite parents 
whom have different 
cultures into school to 
share how they 
celebrate. 
 

The Christmas Teddy Bear 
Children will have the 
opportunity to make some 
Christmas crafts. 
- snow angel 
- toilet roll angels 
- party hats free choice 
- Christmas colour by 
numbers 
- natural material 
Christmas trees 
- Christmas cards and 
decorations for the 
classroom 
 
Links to LIT/Maths/UW. 
 
Key Vocab - hat, head 
band, measure, characters 
– snowman, Christmas 



story? Which is your favourite part 
of the story and why? Thinking 
about the directional language – 
can you remember any of the 
vocabulary used in the story to 
describe where Bobby Bear was 
going? 

behind, next to, turn, directions, 
follow, make, construct, join, 
assemble, write, words, list, 
label. 
 
Key Questions - Can you make an 
obstacle course for Bobby Bear 
to follow? Can you give 
directions for Bobby Bear to 
follow? Can you talk about what 
you have made and how you 
made it? Who do you think 
would like to live there? Can you 
write a list of toys in the picture 
from our story?  

 
Key Vocab - books, 
illustrations, characters, plot, 
storyline, write, words, list, 
label, countries, cultures, 
religion, world, different, 
similarities, chalk, design, 
pavement, symbols, festive. 
 
Key Questions - Can you create 
some Christmas designs on the 
pavement to welcome visitors 
to our school? Can you explain 
why you chose the symbols 
and pictures that you did? 
What does Christmas mean to 
you? 

introduced, equals, add, 
number sentence. 
 
Key Questions – This is a 
number sentence. Can 
you tell me how many 
bears there are 
altogether? How many 
bears do you need to 
add to make 10 and 
beyond? Can you work 
this out using a number 
line? How jumps 
forward do, you need. 
What is the total? How 
much is it altogether? 
 
 

 

Children will 
participate in a 
Christmas 
performance. 
 
Links to 
LIT/EAD/CL/PSED 
 
Key Questions – How 
do you celebrate 
Christmas? Where do 
you go? What do you 
eat? Why do you think 
we celebrate 
Christmas? How do 
you think they 
celebrate Christmas in 
other countries? 

Pudding, Christmas Tree, 
create, template, cut, roll, 
bend, curve, measure, 
length, colour by numbers, 
teen numbers, recognise, 
accurate. 
 
Key Questions - Can you 
create a Christmas Angel? 
Can you add some of own 
details to decorate your 
angel? Can you complete 
the colour by numbers? 
Can you try a sheet with 
higher numbers? Can you 
explain why you chose the 
design that you made? Can 
you measure the band so 
that it fits around your 
head?  

Little Robin Red Vest 
Linked to UW children will explore 
the difference in celebrating 
Christmas and Winter festivals 
around the world and even within 
their village/town/city and country. 
We will ask them to share 
memories and they will listen to 
their peers and discuss what they 
have in common or how they are 
unique and different. 
 
Linked to UW/ CL/LIT. 
 
Key Vocab – See UW/LIT. 
 

Little Robin Red Vest 
Introduce the book reading the 
story to the whole class. Read the 
story to the children and introduce 
them to the author and the 
illustrator.  
Focusing on story structure and 
sequencing in order to determine 
the level of the children’s 
comprehension. Links to LIT/PSED. 
 
Key Vocab – robin, frog, vest, 
Santa, snowy, cold, chilly, 
beginning, middle, ending. 
 
Key Questions - What is the story 
about? Where do you think the 
story is set? Why do you think 
Robin is being kind? What colour 
was the vest that the Robin gave to 
the frog? How did Santa know what 
the Robin has being doing? 
Beginning – Where is Robin Red 
Vest going?  
Middle – Can you name the colours 
of the vests and whom he gave 
them too?  
Ending – Can you suggest a 
different ending? 

Little Robin Red Vest 
Gross Motor – focus on 
movements and travelling in a 
range of ways through timing 
short bursts of activity in the 
outdoor area, building a sleigh 
for Santa with the large 
construction, foraging for natural 
materials in the outdoor area to 
build a natural version of a giant 
Christmas tree! Links to 
LIT/UW/EAD. 
 
Fine Motor – links to Phonics and 
LIT activity – writing with 
purpose using pencils with 
control and accuracy. 
 
Key Vocab – see LIT. 
 
Key Questions - What can you do 
to keep warm for one minute. 
Work with a partner – one to 
move and one to time it. Can you 
tell another person what 
happens to your body when you 
exercise?  Can you invent some 
transport for Santa to use?Can 
you draw and write about your 
invention? 

Little Robin Red Vest 
Reading – Children will have 
access to a series of phoneme 
frames to create their own CVC 
words using known phonemes 
up to date. They will search for 
other stories containing Santa 
and Christmas themes. Links to 
PSED/CL/UW. 
 
Writing - Children will be 
encouraged to write their own 
version of the story in their 
yellow books. 
 
Key Vocab – write, words, list, 
label, tricky word, sound mat, 
tricky word list, finger space, 
books, illustrations, characters, 
plot, storyline, Christmas, 
Santa, Father Christmas, 
celebration. 
 
Key Questions - Can you find 
some books that features 
Santa? Can you tell one of the 
stories to a friend? Can you 
write down how many books 
you have found and put your 
slip of paper in the box? Can 
you write about the scenes out 
of our story ‘Little Robin Red 

Little Robin Red Vest 
Number – using the 
vests provided on the 
washing line, children 
will be able to practise 
ordering them in the 
correct sequence from 1 
– 10. They can begin to 
translate their 
understanding in the 
provision by accessing 
the means to create 
their own number 
sentences within 10. 15 
and 20 for extension.  
 
Key Vocab - order, 
number, sign, one more, 
one less, add, adding, 
altogether, answer, 
count all, number 
sentence.   
 
Key Questions - Can you 
investigate the numbers 
and signs on the vests? 
Can you order them and 
name them? Can you 
say the number that is 
one more or one less 
than a chosen number?  
Can you write some 
number sentences? 

Little Robin Red Vest 
Children will be 
thinking about family 
traditions at Christmas 
time. Discussions 
based around what 
they can remember 
from previous 
Christmas holidays, 
planning what they 
would like to do this 
Christmas holiday, 
letters to Santa, 
keeping an eye on the 
naughty elf in the 
classroom! 
 
Children will explore 
the signs of Winter, 
looking at the outdoor 
environment, the 
village at Christmas, 
nature and how it 
changes in Winter and 
how the cold impacts 
on all of us including 
animals who need to 
hibernate.  
 
Wintery role-play. 
Outdoor ice play with 
frozen cubes, building 
igloos with sugar 

Little Robin Red Vest 
Children will access a 
variety of activities to 
support the overarching 
theme of Winter and 
Christmas. 
- Rocking Robin 
- Building Santa a form of 
transport other than a 
sleigh – plan/do/review 
process 
- natural materials to build 
a Christmas tree 
- exploring the Winter 
Role-play 
- sugar cube igloos 
 
Key Vocab and Questions 
– see UW/LIT/CL/Maths. 



 

 

Vest’? Can you use one of our 
tricky words in your sentence? 

 

cubes and polar 
animals. 
Links to 
LIT/EAD/CL/PSED. 
 
Key Vocab -  frosty, 
sparkly, twinkly, shiny, 
glittery, reflective, 
glass, mirror, foil, 
silver, metal, (+ 
opposite words – 
dull), stack, balance, 
build, holding/pinchy 
fingers, stable, 
structure, unbalanced, 
arctic animals. 
 
Key Questions - Can 
you explore the 
wintery, sparkly area? 
Can you think of 
words that describe 
the area? Can you 
create an igloo using 
the sugar cubes?  Can 
you imagine what it 
would be like to sleep 
in an igloo?  


